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HESLOP INSTALLED AS PRESIDENT;
BARRETT ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT
Helen Heslop, MD, has been in-
stalled as president of the American
Society for Blood and Marrow Trans-
plantation. She is professor of medi-
cine and of pediatrics and director of
Adult Stem Cell Transplantation at
the Center for Cell and Gene Therapy,
Baylor College of Medicine, The Meth-
odist Hospital, and Texas Children’s
Hospital, Houston.
A. John Barrett, MD, section chief
for Stem Cell Allotransplantation in
the Hematology Branch of the Na-
tional Heart, Lung and Blood Institute,
Bethesda, is the newly elected and
installed vice president, to become
president in 2010.
Installed as secretary was Edward
D. Ball, MD, professor of medicine
and director and chief of the Blood
and Marrow Transplantation Division
and the Moores Cancer Center at the
University of California San Diego, in
LaJolla.
The installation of new officers and
directors occurred at the society’s an-
nual meeting, the BMT Tandem Meet-
ings, on February 14 in San Diego.
The election was by mail ballot
among members of the society in
December and January.
Newly elected and installed direc-
tors are:
 Kenneth R. Cooke, MD, of Case
Western Reserve University in
Cleveland
 H. Joachim Deeg, MD, of the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Cen-
ter and the University of Washing-
ton in Seattle
 Steven M. Devine, MD, of the
Ohio State University Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center in Columbus
Claudio Anasetti, MD, was elevated
to president-elect, and will assume the
presidency in 2009. He is professor of
oncology and medicine at the Univer-
sity of South Florida, and program
leader of the Blood and Marrow Trans-
plant Program at the Moffitt Cancer
Center and Research Institute, Tampa.726The new ASBMT president, Dr. He-
slop, earned her medical degree
with distinction at the University of
Otago, completing training in medi-
cine and hematology in New Zealand
and the Royal Free Hospital in Lon-
don. She was on faculty at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital before
moving to Baylor in 1997.
She has broad administrative, clini-
cal, and research expertise. She is
vice president of the Foundation for
the Accreditation of Cellular Therapy
(FACT) and a former member of the
NIH Recombinant DNA Advisory Com-
mittee.
Dr. Heslop is an associate editor of
Biology of Blood and Marrow Trans-
plantation, co-editor of Bone Marrow
Transplantation, and an editorial
board member of Blood. She was sci-
entific program co-chair for the 2007
BMT Tandem Meetings in Keystone.
Her research focuses on immuno-
therapy of hematologic malignancies
and reconstituting antiviral immunity
posttransplant. She holds a Doris
Duke Distinguished Clinical Scientist
Award, and is a member of the Associ-
ation of American Physicians.
TWO NEW INVESTIGATORS WIN
BBMT EDITORIAL AWARDS
Two medical scientists are the recip-
ients of editorial awards for new inves-
tigators for their articles published this
past year in Biology of Blood and Mar-
row Transplantation.
Both are recipients of a $5000 prize,
supported by grants from StemCell
Technologies Inc. and StemSoft Soft-
ware Inc.
Robert Zeiser, MD, of Stanford Uni-
versity, is winner of the Ernest McCul-
loch & James Till Award for best
basic science article by a new investi-
gator. The award is supported by an
education grant from StemCell Tech-
nologies Inc.
His article, published in the Decem-
ber 2007 issue, was ‘‘Host-Derived
Interleukin-18 Differentially Impacts
Regulatory and Conventional T CellExpansion during Acute Graft-versus-
Host Disease.’’
Kenneth Micklethwaite, PhD, of
Westmead Millennium Institute, Uni-
versity of Sydney at Westmead Hospi-
tal, Sydney, Australia, is recipient of
the George Santos Award for best clin-
ical science article by a new investiga-
tor. The award is supported by an
education grant from StemSoft Soft-
ware Inc.
His article, published in the June
2007 issue, was ‘‘Ex Vivo Expansion
and Prophylactic Infusion of CMV-pp65
Peptide-Specific Cytotoxic T-Lympho-
cytes following Allogeneic Hematopoi-
etic Stem Cell Transplantation.’’
Selection of the winning articles
was by the BBMT Editorial Board and
the ASBMT Publications Committee.
The awards were presented at the
2008 BMT Tandem Meetings in San
Diego.
UPDATED RFI FORM ARE ONLINE
The 2008 version of the ASBMT
Standardized Request for Information
(RFI) has been released. The RFI is
used for submitting essential trans-
plant program data and information
to third-party payers when they re-
quest it.
The RFI forms are posted on the
ASBMT Web site where they can be
viewed online or downloaded for in-
teractive use. On the home page at
www.asbmt.org, click the navigation
link for ‘‘BMT Center Management.’’
Then select ‘‘Standardized RFI.’’
Before using the updated forms, be
sure to check the ‘‘Frequently Asked
Questions’’ and the ‘‘Read Me’’ notes.
The latter explains several changes in
the Administrative Survey and the Pro-
gram Information sections of the RFI.
The data requested for these sections
are the same as in last year version,
but there are minor changes to the
way in which data are entered on
the forms.
The ASBMT standardized RFI is used
or recognized by most national health
plans, a number that has continued to
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2003. The forms can be submitted di-
rectly to the payers.
For the first time this year, the RFI is
being accepted by the Blue Distinc-
tion Centers for Transplant (BDCT).
This includes all sections: Administra-
tive Survey, Program Information,
and Outcomes Data. However,
BDCT network members will be asked
to also complete and submit a supple-
mental form for additional data on
outcomes.
MEMBERSHIP CLIMBS 5%
ASBMT membership climbed 5%
during 2007.
Increases occurred in all categories:
Member, Associate Member, Affiliate
Member, and In-Training Member.
Health professionals outside the
United States and Canada comprise
13% of ASBMT members.
TANDEM MEETINGS ATTENDANCE IN
SAN DIEGO EXCEEDS 2500
Registration for the BMT Tandem
Meetings in San Diego was 2501—
34% greater than the previous year
in Keystone and 23% above the re-
cord set in 2006 in Honolulu.
Attendees came from 47 countries.
SIX ABSTRACTS CHOSEN AS BEST
OF 2008 BMT TANDEM MEETINGS
A total of 509 abstracts from 31
countries were accepted for the
2008 BMT Tandem Meetings.
Six of the abstracts were selected for
awards by the abstract review com-
mittees.
Recipients of the ASBMT Best Ab-
stract Awards for Basic Science Re-
search were:
 Hisham Abdel-Azim, MD, Chil-
drens Hospital Los Angeles—Tar-
geted In Vivo Expansion of
Human Multipotent and Lym-
phoid Progenitors
 Yishay Ofran, MD, Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical
School, Boston—Identification ofHuman Minor Histocompatibilty
Antigens by Combining Bioinfor-
matic Prediction of Peptide Epi-
topes with Validation of T Cell
Reactivity in Patient Blood Samples
after Allogeneic Hematopoietic
Stem Cell Transplantation
 Pablo Ramirez, MD, Washington
University, St. Louis—Mobilization
of Normal Mouse Progenitors
and Acute Promyelocytic Leuke-
mia Cells with Inhibitors of CXCR4
and VLA-4 in Splenectomized and
Unsplenectomized Mice
Each received a $1000 prize.
Recipients of the CIBMTR Best Ab-
stract Awards for Clinical Research
were:
 Herrad Baurmann, MD, Deutsche
Klinik fuer Diagnostik, Wiesbaden,
Germany—Risk Factors for Alloge-
neic Stem Cell Transplantation in
Patients with Myelofibrosis with
Myeloid Metaplasia
 Gregory A. Hale, MD, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, Mem-
phis—Long-Term Follow-Up of
Administration of Donor-Derived
EBV-Specific CTLs to Prevent and
Treat EBV Lymphoma after Hemo-
poietic Stem Cell Transplant
 Nabil Kabbara, MD, Eurocord,
Paris, France—A Multicentric
Comparative Analysis of Out-
comes of HLA Identical Related
Cord Blood and Bone Marrow
Transplantation in Patients with
Beta-Thalassemia or Sickle Cell
Disease
Each also received a $1000 prize.
The clinical research awards are sup-
ported by a grant from Gambro
BCT.
RECORDING AVAILABLE FOR SAN DIEGO
PRESENTATION
Audio CDs, synchronized audio/
visual CDs and MP3 downloads can
be purchased for BMT Tandem Meet-
ings plenary and concurrent scientific
sessions, symposia, and oral abstract
sessions.Also available are the recordings of
many presentations at the parallel
conferences of the transplant nurses,
BMT pharmacists, BMT center admin-
istrators, and clinical research profes-
sionals.
To location and purchase pro-
grams, visit www.asbmt.org/cibmtr/
Tandem.
TANDEM MEETINGS ABSTRACTS
ARE SEARCHABLE ONLINE
Abstracts accepted for the BMT Tan-
dem Meetings were published in the
February 2008 issue of Biology of
Blood and Marrow Transplantation
(Vol. 14, No. 2, Supplement).
They also are indexed and accessi-
ble online at www.abstracts2view.
com/tandem.
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
PRESENTED TO RAINER STORB
The 2008 recipient of the ASBMT
Lifetime Achievement Award is Rainer
Storb, MD, head of the transplant biol-
ogy program at the Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center, Seattle.
Dr. Storb has pioneered less toxic
forms of allogeneic marrow and
blood stem cell transplants for malig-
nant and nonmalignant blood dis-
eases. The award presented at the
BMT Tandem Meetings is supported
by Pfizer, Inc.
UPDATED GUIDE BOOK HELPS
TRANSPLANT PATIENT CAREGIVERS
The National Bone Marrow Trans-
plant Link has updated and reissued
its Caregivers’ Guide for Bone Mar-
row/Stem Cell Transplant: Practical
Perspectives.
The booklet offers practical sugges-
tions for getting through the difficult
days from people who have been
there. It shows caregivers they are
not alone, that the struggle is worth
it, and that their role is critically impor-
tant and appreciated.
For information and to order the
guide book, visit www.nbmtlink.org.
